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GORE RSA PRESIDENTS REPORT
Well, I am sure we were all hoping 2021 would see a return to a semblance of normalcy, but as we are all are
aware, we do not always get what we wish for.
Covid levels aside it is great to see the club being well supported across the board. We have seen several
visitors who have had our club recommended to them as a place to visit and it is great to get the positive
feedback from them.
One of our changes has seen the installation of a vege stand in main foyer where members can donate any
surplus produce, they may have for use by other members, I am sure any produce supplied will be appreciated.
We had a very successful Spud in the Bucket competition with record entries. Who knew spud growing could
be so competitive! Congratulations to all the winners on the day. A special thanks to Gore Mitre 10 for their
continued sponsorship.
Anzac Day is just around the corner with preparations underway. With cloud hanging over this due to Covid,
we are planning along our normal lines of commemoration, but will see how situation progresses closer to time
and keep you informed. If we are in same situation as last year, then we will be looking at a Stand at Dawn like
last year.
Poppy day is set for 16th April and I would like to thank in advance all those who help on this occasion.
As always, I would like to thank Steve and all the staff who keep this club running on a day-to-day basis, the
reputation we have is based largely on the work they do and the service they provide.
Remembering that the core value of the RSA is the welfare of all Returned and Service personnel, and their
wider families, your continued support of the club helps us to help those who require it, be it for minor or major
items. If you are aware of anyone who may require help contact us and we will see what may be done.
We look forward to your continued support and the growth of the club in the future.
On behalf of the club, I would like to offer condolences to members and their families who have lost loved ones
in the recent months.
Neil Bone
President
Gore & District Memorial RSA
manager@gorersa.co.nz
www.gorersa.co.nz
03 208-6218
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Gore RSA SUPPORT OFFICER
NIALL SHEPHARD

I now have 49 current Gore clients, 16 of whom are ‘new’ in 2020. This of course does not include the many
people seen regularly by Linda and other RSA Volunteers.
Over the last year, several people have benefitted from the Government Covid Fund, and the District’s Give-alittle allocation, as well as the usual local welfare and Poppy funds. Between everyone working in the support
space I am confident that most eligible people with genuine need have been seen and provided with assistance.
There are some exciting developments with Veterans Affairs entitlements too. RSA has become aware of
changes in the policies relating to Funeral expenses, and Surviving Spouse pensions. The need for the veteran
to have been above a certain rate of Disablement Pension has been removed so that ‘Operational Service’ is
now the main prerequisite. For further information you can look up the policy on the Veterans Affairs website
or contact me.
Apart from the quiet time over Christmas, Covid restrictions, or other commitments I am still generally visiting
the Gore area monthly on the first Monday of the month. Linda is a good first point of contact and every month
provides me with a list of people to visit who want advice or assistance. It is a good system which allows for
the most efficient use of our time. Steve is also available during office hours and is also a good link into the
welfare support network.
I have recently been involved in delivering training for RSA Support Advisors, and Veteran’s clinics in the
Northland area along with 5 colleagues from around the country National Office. This was a pilot for other
areas and in due course will happen in Otago Southland. As well as providing one on one assistance for 70+
veterans and their whanau over the week, we learnt a lot from each other, and I am looking forward to applying
the benefit of that knowledge to our own veteran family.
Niall Shepherd

QSM JP

– Support Advisor

0800 664 888

Attention Service, ex-service, police & partners.
•
Struggling to adjust back to civilian life?
•
Having health or stress issues possibly resulting from your service?
•
Is your family life suffering?
•
Finding it hard to make financial ends meet?
Our Support Advisor based in Dunedin is available to help make those BIG problems smaller.
Grant funding, referrals to appropriate agencies and services, advocacy and advice are just
some of the support services available.

Contact 0800 664 888 or email welfare@dn-rsa.org.nz for help.
manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218
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POPPY COLLECTION DAY
This year our annual Poppy Appeal collection Day is Friday 16th April. If you can volunteer for an hour, please
call Steve on 208-6218 Ext 0, and let him know that you can assist. He will be calling those that helped in
previous years soon to check on availability.

GORE OUTDOOR BOWLS
We are coming towards the end of another season, still getting disruptions from
Covid, but we are the lucky ones and have had most of the season free from this.
The weather has been up against us, mainly on Friday nights for Corporate Bowls,
more nights cancelled than played but the ones we did have were really enjoyable.
We started this season with new club shirts which we are very proud to be wearing,
thanks to the RSA for the sponsorship and a special thanks to the uniform committee
of Kevin Fiveash, Emma Hanley and Judy Whipps for the final design.
We have lost some of our loyal members this year, Valda McLeod & Fred Sutherland,
they will be missed, and we thank them all for all they have done over the years for
the bowling club.
The Wednesday interclub has done very well this year. Well done to all. The
Saturday interclub has been struggling with mid table results. All the Women’s Club
championships have been finished and the men’s have reached the final stages.
Congratulations to all the winners and runners-up so far.
Results:
Men’s Triples:
Ladies Novice Singles:
Ladies Open Singles:
Ladies Pairs:
Ladies Triples:
Ladies Fours:

Kevin Fiveash, Max Bradbury, Allen Clutterbuck
Pania Bagrie-Howley
Emma Hanley
Lynda Gardyne, Sherwen Shaw
Sue O’Shea, Val Lithgow, Moira Briggs
Judy Whipps, Emma Hanley, June Ryan, Pauline Escott

Thank you for all your support throughout this year and special thanks to the RSA. We now have a Facebook
page for anyone who is interested in keeping up to date with what is happening and the Gore RSA Bowling
Club.
Be safe all.
Robbie Heads
President

manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218
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GORE RSA POOL SECTION
Pool is underway for 2021 with a healthy core of players. We recruited some new members last year and they
are enjoying their time playing pool. We had a lovely meal at the Croydon Lodge at the end of last year
followed by a game’s night. Many a laugh is to be heard on a Sunday from 1 – 3 in the pool area. We are
having Club Champs again this year with the games underway in April and the final to be held end of May
2021. Our raffle month is June this year so please come along and support us.
Ken Lloyd
President

GORE RSA TRAVEL CLUB
2021. Lets hope for a better year for our bimonthly trips. Our last trip for 2020 was our Christmas trip to the
Niagara Falls Café in the Catlins.
First trip this year was to Roxburgh. After lunch we went to a fruit stall where many purchased fruit or an ice
cream. We came home over the hill at Millers Flat to Heriot. This was our first trip with Ritchies bus company,
and it went very well. Our bus driver gave us a commentary on different farms or landmarks which everyone
enjoyed.
Good to see new people on our trips. Our next trip away is to Bluff on 18th April, weather permitting we hope
to get beside the large wind turbines. See you all in April.
Travel Dates for 2021: 18 April, 20 June, 15 August, 17 October & 21 November.
Allan Bennett
President

CARDS – Gore RSA Flag 500
Flag 500 is held at the Gore RSA every Wednesday evening from 7:30pm to 9:30pm.
We welcome new members to come along and join us on Wednesday evenings.
Phyllis Caughey
Convener (208-7501)
manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218
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GORE RSA WOMEN’S SECTION
This has been a year we will never forget with the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus.
Our annual meeting was held on 3rd March 2020. Election of Officers was held, and all positions stayed the
same as the previous year except for the one change. It was moved and seconded that that there was no need for
a catering convenor because the section does very little in the food line now. Noeleen Kingsford was thanked
for all the years she held this position.
On 18th March 4 of our members attended and enjoyed Friendship Day lunch in Invercargill. Awarua and Bluff
sections were the hosts.
Our April, May (78th Birthday), June and July meetings were all cancelled because of the virus.
Our meeting on 4th August was held and after business was attended to, we spoke about our time in lockdown.
4 members attended the West Otago’s birthday in August and had an enjoyable afternoon.
The 1st of September meeting was held at 11am and afterwards we enjoyed a lunch from the bar and had a
good friendly chat.
Our October meeting was spent discussing future events.
November 3rd was our Christmas lunch and enjoyed by 40 ladies from our own and other women’s sections in
the area. Glenda Maxwell spoke about her nursing career and Coralie Heads entertained with background
music.
2nd February this year we discussed Friendship Day which is to be held on 17th March and we are the hosts
this year.
This year we donated $500 to the St James theatre upgrade to be allocated to their lift project and we also
purchased a second-hand wheelchair to be used by Gore RSA members.
Most meetings we run two games of housie and a couple of raffles.
Our membership stands at 17 and we have had an average of 12 at our meetings. We would welcome new
members.
Valda McLeod sadly passed away unexpectantly in January this year. Valda was a very loyal member of our
section, had been our raffle convenor for several years until her death. She will be sadly missed.
I would like to thank all the RSA staff from the kitchen, bar and office staff for all they have done for us during
the year. Also, thank you to the Manager Steve Brinsdon.
Lastly, thanks to all members who have attended our meetings each month and helped in any way.
I would especially like to thank my Secretaries Lois and Annie and our Treasurer Diana, the late Valda as
Raffle Convenor and committee members Linda, Cath and Glenice. Your committee for this year after our
recent AGM is:
President: Eileen Wicks
Committee:

Secretary: Yvonne Williams-Brick

Treasurer: Diana O’Neill

Jenny Griffiths, Cath Bennett, Annie Keen & Lois Hurley

Eileen Wicks
President

manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218
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GORE RSA SNOOKER SECTION
Greetings all. Well after a rather, shall we say, disruptive 2020, we are all hoping, and looking forward to
getting some normality back in our lives!
Our Snooker calendar reads strangely familiar to last year! The reason being all of last year’s events have been
rescheduled to this year! And we are really excited about our up-and-coming events!
Our first major event is the South Island RSA singles, to be held on 17th and 18th April.
The following weekend we host the NZ Heroes tournament. This is a tribute to Dick Travis, who was a
posthumous recipient of a VC during WW2. Funds raised by this event are given to support a very well
deserving cause, Mental Health.
We are also looking forward to hosting the SI Chartered Club pairs on 5th 6th and 7th August.
This is a very large tournament, requiring much organization and includes using other venues in Gore to
facilitate the number of players participating.
These events, combined with our Eastern Interclub, Ernie MacManus’s Golden oldie tournaments, Wednesday
afternoon snooker and our snooker and billiard club champs, make for a very very full calendar for 2021!
Anyone interested in having a go at snooker would be warmly welcomed by our senior players any Wednesday
afternoon or could contact me on 0274503010 if interested in joining in on any of our events or interclub.
Wishing you all well.
Evan Fricker,
Chairman

THE PADRE PONDERING
Recently whilst visiting family in Timaru and having an enjoyable holiday break for a few days, I was able to
tick off one of the items on my “things to do wish list” and that was to go to the Timaru cemetery and visit the
grave of our highly respected and much-loved founding President of the Gore R.S.A. Lt. Colonel Edmund
Robert Bowler. Whilst I had already visited his grave on an earlier occasion, this quite some few years ago and
the reason why this particular visit was very high on my wish list was that family descendants had recently
added a plaque to the existing headstone acknowledging his military exploits at Gallipoli.
In particular this stated that he was the first member of the NZ forces to land at Anzac Cove on 25 April 1915
and also that he was the Beach Landing Officer plus the rather pointed and important reference that Edmund
was a vocal critic of the battle for the Gallipoli Peninsula.
His being a thoroughly honest and vocal critic about the issues with the Gallipoli campaign and the high
casualties at Anzac Cove in essence cost him any further advancement in his military career, as the British High
Command then closed ranks and he was literally “sent to Coventry” for telling the truth. Edmund’s story is
extremely well told in the excellent book “Bowler of Gallipoli: Witness to the ANZAC Legend” well
researched and written by the late Frank Glen with the help of the invaluable content of the many original
letters as written at the time of happening by Edmund to his wife Ethel.
manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218
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Whilst this plaque now on Edmond’s grave tells part of the story to those that may visit, we here is Gore should
be all proud that we have also honoured our founding hero with the renaming of the street where the Gore
R.S.A. now stands in his honour as Bowler Avenue.
Perhaps this is a shorter discourse from me this time, and so may I allow you to perhaps all reflect on the photos
below of the grave and plaque. “Lest we forget”.
Blessings upon you and yours – Padre Bruce

manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218
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AIR TRAINING CORPS
28 SQN ATC are back Parading every Wednesday night during the school term.
We are looking for new recruits, so if you have children or grandchildren or friends with children between the
ages of 13 to 16 we would be happy to welcome them.
Also, opportunity exists for those that are interested in serving as an officer or on the unit support committee.
If any of this of interest to you please contact the unit commander Shane Mulqueen on 027 3088277 or call
down and see us on a Wednesday night at the Round Table building in Mersey Street.
No. 28 SQN ATC – Gore
A man walks into a bar and it’s empty – it’s just him and the bartender. He sits down and orders a drink.
He hears someone whisper, “Pssst…I like your tie.” The man looks around but doesn’t see anyone.
“Pssst…that colour looks nice on you.”
He asks the bartender, “Excuse me, but…are you speaking to me?”
The bartender rolls his eyes and says, “No, sorry about that. It’s the peanuts… they’re complimentary.”

GORE RSA TIN HAT REPORT
A big thanks for a very loyal contribution from both the committee and our generous helpers over the last 12
months. We as a subsidiary of the Gore RSA contribute our loyalty to the RSA who together with other sections
of the RSA, be it travel, welfare and sports, keep the Anzac spirit of remembrance alive and a reason the RSA’s
continue.
We offer our sympathy to families, wives and husbands who have lost loved ones this past year. We will fondly
remember them all, now and in the future.
We are pleased that members and attendances has remained steady over the year and it is with hope this will
continue for another year of enjoyable Tattoos to come.
We will welcome any new members to join us for a Tattoo experience. I am sure they will be surprised what an
enjoyable day it is.
Tin Hat Tattoo Dates for 2021:

28 March, 16 May, 27 June, 25 July, 19 September & 28 November.

Thanks, from a very untutored present Chairman.
Ewen Price – Chairman

manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218
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GORE RSA GOLF SECTION
The Section is off to a stunning start having played on Sunday the 28th of February for the Annual challenge
Shield against the Gore T&C. Our teams won by 60 points to 59 points very close, but a win is a win!!
Thanks to our teams of Players.
18 Holes - Pat Hurley, Brian Elder, Trevor Horrell , John O’Shea, Peter Fettes, Ivan Butel, Craig Bradbury,
Gary Dore, Ken Lloyd, Jane Cockerill & Sandra Speden.
9 Holes - Nancy McDonald, Marian McBride, Shona McLennan, With a comfortable 22 degrees what a great
day’s play and players were being well supported by their caddies / Coaches!!

Looking forward at our commitments for the Section over the next few months we will run the Raffles in May
and in October /November we will be organising another training day away for players and caddies!
Currently we are working on a team for the Chartered Clubs South Island Men’s Tournament in Rangiora in
February 2022!!
Again, and on behalf of the members a big thanks to the Executive for their ongoing support.
And lastly we are looking for more members to come join our Section age no barrier !! and if you are
interested please let me know or contact the club.
John Speden - Coordinator
0274327916
manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218
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GORE RSA INDOOR BOWLS
If the COVID-19 19 virus does not rare its ugly head again in the deep south Indoor Bowls will commence for
the 2021 season on Tuesday 16th March at 7.30pm.
New Members most welcome to come along and have a try at Indoor Bowls.
Bruce Hellier – President
(03) 2087573

Margaret Hughes Secretary
(03) 2087053

A chicken walked into a public library, marched up to the desk, and said, “Book, Book.”
So, the librarian handed the bird a book, the chicken accepted it, and then left.
Ten minutes later, the chicken returned, threw the book on the desk, and said, “Book, Book.”
Once again the librarian handed the chicken another book, the chicken accepted it, and then left.
Ten minutes later, the chicken was back again. Once again it marched up to the librarian, threw the book on
the desk, then said, “Book, Book.”
The librarian handed the chicken a third book but this time she decided to follow the bird.
She watched the chicken hurry down the street and stop at a pond just off Main Street, where there was a frog
sitting on a lily pad.
The chicken showed the book to the frog, but the frog just shook its head and said, “Read it, Read it.”

RAFFLES
Oyster season has arrived, and our weekly orders are coming in so expect a lot of raffles to be sold next couple
of months. The money raffles have been terrific so far as the lure of the $50 first prize has been a popular
change. All the sections appreciate club member support as they host their turn. There will be a few different
groups running the raffles this year as a couple from last year pulled out and others have limited numbers to do
a whole month. Remember raffles run from 4:30pm Thursday and Friday until around 6:30pm. All losing
tickets go into a draw for 1 lucky winner to have a chance to spin the Wheel and win $500.

manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218
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SPUD IN A BUCKET COMPETITION
On Sunday 14th February we held the judging for the "Spud in a Bucket" competition which began at Labour
Weekend last year. This year’s event attracted 74 competitors which was a record with only 12 buckets failing
to show. The first bucket weighed on the day turned out to be the biggest crop and by a wide margin. That went
to James Barclay with his haul of spuds weighing 2.32kg. The biggest spud went to Bruce Stewart with his
404g monster. The Worst looking spud award went to Frank Lynch with his Chernobyl inspired creation and
the smallest crop award went to Jason Gibson for his 14g effort. The seed spud you planted Jason weighed
more than that. Best dressed award went to Sandra Allison for her Chicken outfit.
Thanks to Gore Mitre 10 for sponsoring this event with the buckets and spuds and to Grace engineering for
supplying the weighing scales. If you have not already picked up your buckets they have been put into storage
and can be claimed anytime. We plan to re-use them again for next year’s competition starting in October. Ferg
from Mitre 10 has agreed to supply more buckets and we may have some good prizes for the next event as well.
Thanks to all who took part in this event. Had quite a few laughs and the $740 raised is being donated to the
local Rescue Helicopter. Here’s some photos of the Judging Day.

manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218
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FROM THE OFFICE
We began the year with plenty of optimism that we had finally seen the end to Covid and whilst locally things
are pretty good we are still being restricted by what happens in our larger city and at the borders. Makes life a
bit difficult planning for large club events not really knowing any certainty about it actually going ahead. We
had our Rod Stewart tribute show cancelled 20th February as the UK performer was denied access into the
country due to the virus. I do not know when this will be rescheduled. Our next major event will be the Gold
Guitar Awards weekend. Last year’s event was cancelled so we’re hoping for better luck this time around.
Marian Burns & Triple Shot will perform here on the Friday night (4th June) from 7-10pm. Tickets are only
sold through www.iticket.co.nz and at time of writing 65% of tickets for the Dinner and Show have been sold.
If you are planning to attend this show then you may need to decide sooner rather than later as it’s going to be a
sell-out. If you don’t want the buffet then plenty of Show only tickets available. It’s undecided whether there
will be any entertainment on the Saturday night but will update you all closer to the time. Remember we have
$30 buffets all Queen’s Birthday weekend due to volume of visitors in town.
Our Theatre restaurant shows will be back in December this year with the act yet to be confirmed, however they
will happen on Fri 10th & Sat 11th December.
At the end of last year, we welcomed Cindy Jordan as our new Chef/Kitchen Manager. Cindy came from the
Howl at the Moon and has set about tweaking our menu to add more flavour and create some new dishes. As a
regular diner I can vouch for the quality of her meals. Many of our original kitchen staff left at about the same
time so it hasn’t been easy as we’ve had to train up knew staff whilst losing all the experience. Never easy in a
new environment but Cindy has done very well, and her new team is starting to come to terms with how things
work. Your patience during this transition and training period is much appreciated.
We will be upgrading the restaurant tables within the next month or two and also looking at ways to improve
the visual signage around the club utilising screens as opposed to graphic boards. This way we can update the
content far more quickly and efficiently.
Our current member draw is climbing and must go by 1st April. The club has given away $17,770 so far this
year and you can only win some of this if you are here on Thursday & Friday night.
Steve Brinsdon – Secretary/Manager

One day a man goes to a pet shop to buy a parrot. The assistant takes the man to the parrot section and asks
the man to choose one.
The man asks, ''How much is the yellow one?'' The assistant says, ''$2000.'' The man is shocked and asks the
assistant why it's so expensive. The assistant explains, ''This parrot is a very special one. He knows typewriting
and can type really fast.''
''What about the green one?'' the man asks. The assistant says, ''He costs $5000 because he knows typewriting
and can answer incoming telephone calls and takes notes.''
''What about the red one?'' the man asks. The assistant says, ''That one's $10,000.'' The man says, ''What does
HE do?'' The assistant says, ''I don't know, but the other two call him boss.''
manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218
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MEMBERSHIP
With so many changes in technology over the years we have started collecting email addresses and mobile
numbers from our members as they renew their subscriptions. In the future our preferred method of
corresponding will be via email then texting as a second option. We will still continue mailing where there is no
email recorded but we have found mailing is slow and doesn’t always get it there. Local members need not
worry as we deliver within town to save time and postage. With emails we can send newsletters and updates
along with the annual booklet far more efficiently and it is relatively cost free.
If you do change your contact details please let us know so we can update our records.

UPCOMING ENTERTAINMENT
Sunday 25th April (Anzac Day)

Jenny Mitchell

10am - 2pm

Sunday 9th May (Mother’s Day)

Jenny Mitchell
$30 Buffet Special from 12pm and 6pm

12 - 2pm & 6 - 9pm

Wednesday 2nd June (Gold Guitars)

Jamming at the Razza

1:30 - 4pm

Thursday 3rd June (Gold Guitars)

Jamming at the Razza

1:30 - 4pm

Every Sunday in July

Melodies with Margaret

3 - 6pm

Every Sunday in August

Melodies with Margaret

3 - 6pm

Saturday 7th August (Clubs NZ Snooker Pairs)

Tranzition

Friday 27th August (Daffodil Day Fundraiser)
Various Artists
$30 Buffet Special from 6:00pm

7 - 11pm
7 - 11pm

Saturday 27th November (Scottish Night)
Shindig
7 - 11pm
Feat. Hokonui Celtic Pipe Band and $30 Buffet Special from 6pm
Friday 31st December (New Year’s Eve)
Quantum
$30 Buffet Special from 6:00pm

7:30pm – 12:30am

Ticket Shows:
Friday 4th June(NZ Gold Guitar Award Weekend)
Marian Burns + Triple Shot
7:00 - 10:00pm
$50 Buffet Dinner and Show Special from 6:00pm. $20 Show only.
Part of Tussock Country Festival - Tickets available through www.iticket.co.nz

manager@gorersa.co.nz

www.gorersa.co.nz

03 208-6218

